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2008/12/24 Ethical Consumption and Fair Trade
Presented by Chisato Oguma (so5i56co@sfc.keio.ac.jp)
#Negative Impacts of Our Consumption

We consume tons of things everyday. Do you know where your cup of tea comes from? Do you know who

makes your favorite chocolate? Do you have any idea how the T-shirt you are wearing now is made?
Development of global trade has brought tremendous benefits to the consumers, providing the increased
access to cheap and attractive products. Most of us are cognizant of the fact that things around us are made of
materials from around the world, and made by the hands of people with different natlonalltles
However, we, the Japanese consumers are ignorant and indifferent about the huge  K#A

negative impact that our consumption casts in the lives in distant places.

COFEEE =Harsh Working Condition, Destitution CHOCOLATE =Child Labor, Human Trafflcklng
& Alternative: Fair Trade
1 Agreed minimum prices, usually set ahead of market 5 Co-operative, not competitive, dealings.

minimums, 6 Provision of credit when requested.
2 Focus on development and technical assistance via 7 Provision of market information to producers.

the payment to suppliers of an agreed social premium 8 Farmers and workers are organized democratically.
3 Direct purchasing from producers. 9 Sustainable production is practiced.
4 Transparent and long-term trading partnerships. 10 No labor abuses occurred during the production

process.
Nicholls, Alex and Opal, Charlotte (2005) “Fair Trade: Market-Driven Ethical Consumption,” SAGE,P. 18-1g.

MFairTrade as “Ethical Consumption”

Fair trade enables a fairer system of value exchanges, in which a transparent relationship based on mutual
trust is established between the producers, traders and consumers.

Fair Trade movement provides us the opportunity to restore our alienated relationship with the producers, to
transform our purchasing power from passive and selfish daily activities to positive and altruistic force, and to
make global trade more responsible and empowering to the lives and habitat of the producers.

In other words, fair trade brightens the hope for vitalizing consumers’ buying power into a powerful social
force, which can bring about change in the established global order of power dynamics.

¢My Experience at the Fair Trade Production Site: Kanchanjangha Tea Estate (KTE), Nepal
| stayed in Phidim, for only 2 week, but | saw how difficult the life is in the
remote mountain village in Nepal. Government’s attention is very limited.
Electricity and water supply is unreliable. it is very difficult to move around
because there are no roads. Even there is, it is not well-managed and gets
muddy and dangerous. In this kind of situation, it is almost impossible to
develop an industry or economic activities. It is hard even to sustain living.
Fair trade tea production was a very innovative way o solve this problem.
KTE uses natural and local resources, local man-force, and incorporate poor
villagers and small farmers into their production. KTE is providing economic
opportunities to such people. People are building confident by exporting
their tea to the international market. They know that they now have the capacity to produce high-quality tea.
In this way, people do not have to wait for the help from the government or the intemational agencies, but people
¢an start their own independent efforts.

MORE INFORMATION
Fair Trade Organizations/Promoters in Japan Fair Trade Standards, Certifications
- NepaliBazaro: http://www.verda.bzfindexj.htm - FairTrade Label Japan: http:/iwww.fairtrade-jp.org/
- People Tree: http://www.peopletree.co.jp/ - Fairtrade Labelling Organizations: http://www.fairtrade.net/
-The Third World Shop:  http://www.p-alt.co.jp/asante/ - World Fair Trade Organization (IFAT): http:/fwww.ifat.org/
- Grassroots: http://grassroots.jp/ Trade Justice and Injustice
- Choco-Revo!!:  http:/iwww.choco-revo.net/ - OXFAM: http://www.oxfam.org/enfcampaigns/trade

- Fair Trade Resource Center:  http://www.ftrc-jp.org/ - International Labor Rights Forum: http://www.laborrights.org/
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